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PRELUDE & PROCESSIONAL

NATIONAL ANTHEMS Qatar National Anthem
United States of America National Anthem
The audience is kindly requested to stand for the

national anthems.
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READING FROM THE HOLY QUR'AN  Dr. Ryad Ghanam
Professor, Liberal Arts & Sciences
VCUarts Qatar

INTRODUCTION Dr. Summer Bateiha
Director of Liberal Arts & Sciences
VCUarts Qatar

VCUARTS QATAR DEAN ADDRESS Amir Berbi¢
Dean, VCUarts Qatar

SPECIAL REMARKS FROM Dr. Michael Rao

VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH President, VCU

UNIVERSITY LEADERSHIP
Dr. Arturo Saavedra
Executive Vice President and Provost
VCU

Dr. Carmenita Higginbotham
Dean, VCUarts

Special Assistant to the Provost for VCUarts Qatar
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COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS Sheikha Reem Al-Thani
Deputy CEO, AL RIWAQ, Public Art, and
Rubaiya Qatar - Qatar Museums
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STUDENT ADDRESS Khawla Zaki Al-Essa, Co-Valedictorian
Sruthi Subash, Co-Valedictorian

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CONFERMENT OF DEGREES

Amir Berbi¢
Dean, VCUarts Qatar

Dr. Cherif Amor
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
VCUarts Qatar

Master of Fine Arts in Design

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Graphic Design
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Interior Design
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting + Printmaking
Bachelor of Arts in Art History

REMARKS AND RECOGNITION OF
HONORS PROGRAM GRADUATES

Amir Berbié
Dean, VCUarts Qatar

SPECIAL CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE BY
Dr. Scott Breuninger
Dean, The Honors College, VCU
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CLOSING REMARKS

Amir Berbi¢
Dean, VCUarts Qatar
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RECESSIONAL

Audience will remain seated until all program

participants have exited the venue.
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A Message from the President

Dear Class of 2026,

Warmest congratulations to you and your families on the momentous occasion of your
graduation, one of your life's most meaningful milestones.

Graduating reflects years of hard work, imagination, persistence and growth. During
your time at VCU Qatar, you have learned in a community defined by creativity,
discovery and global engagement.

You have developed your talents in one of the world's most dynamic artistic and
cultural environments. Importantly, you have shown how art and design connects
people, ideas and cultures across borders.

We know this celebratory moment comes amid challenges, including a difficult
and uncertain period at the close of your studies. You have remained focused and
supportive of one another, which makes your achievement even more meaningful.

You are graduating at a time when the world needs thoughtful, creative leaders more
than ever. | am confident you will go forward with creativity and compassion to shape a
future that is more positively connected than ever before.

Congratulations, Class of 2026. All of us are proud of you, and we look forward to the

great things that you will bring to the world!

Dr. Michael Rao
President, Virginia Commonwealth University
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A Message from the Dean of
the School of the Arts

To the VCUarts Qatar Class of 2026: Congratulations on one of the most consequential
moments of your lives.

On behalf of VCUarts and Virginia Commonwealth University, it is my deepest honor
to join you in spirit today as your families, your faculty, and the entire VCUarts Qatar
community gather to mark this extraordinary achievement. Though | cannot be with
you in person, please know that from Richmond, | stand with you in deep and
profound pride.

You have pursued your education at a truly extraordinary institution — one built on the
enduring conviction that art and design are not peripheral to society, but essential to
its humanity. VCUarts Qatar sits at a crossroads of civilizations, traditions, and ideas,
and you have had the rare and remarkable gift of being shaped by that confluence. The
perspectives you have cultivated here, the rigorous dialogues you have engaged in,
and the work you have brought into the world carry a depth and resonance that only
this place — and this irreplaceable community — can offer. Today more than ever.

[tis not only the art that you have created, but who you have become in the act

of creating it at VCUarts Qatar. You have come of age in a world of profound and
accelerating transformation — technologically, culturally, geopolitically — and you have
met that complexity with the defining quality of a VCUarts education: the intellectual
courage to ask better questions, and the creative conviction to pursue better answers.
That is not a small thing. In fact, it is everything.

To the families, partners, and loved ones who have sustained these graduates —
across time zones, across languages, and across immeasurable sacrifice — please
know that your role in this achievement is neither forgotten nor diminished. Your belief
and faith in their vision has been as foundational to their formation as any course, any
critique, or any conversation.

The world is waiting for exactly what you have to offer — thoughtful, courageous,
and deeply human creative leadership that is reflective of an education at VCUarts
Qatar. You will enter the world with a broader perspective and a deep and supportive
community that has shaped you. You are more than ready to make your mark and
create work that endures.

Dr. Carmenita D. Higginbotham
Dean, Virginia Commonwealth University School of the Arts
Special Assistant to the Provost for VCUarts Qatar
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A Message from the Dean of
VCUarts Qatar

Dear Class of 2026

Itis a pleasure to mark this occasion with you and to celebrate all that you have
accomplished during your time at VCUarts Qatar.

You have been a remarkable group of students to have in our school. You brought
energy into the classrooms and studios, generosity into your collaborations, and real
thoughtfulness to your work. Your time here has not always been easy. It has asked a
great deal of you. You have responded with focus, resilience, and a willingness to keep
pushing your ideas further.

Each of you has contributed to the life of this community. Through your creativity, your
curiosity, and your commitment to academic excellence, you have helped shape the
character of this place. That contribution matters and it will be felt even after you leave.

You are graduating into a world that is demanding, complex, and constantly changing.
What you take with you from VCUarts Qatar goes far beyond any single set of skills. You
leave with the ability to think critically, observe closely, and approach challenges with
imagination, empathy, and care. These qualities matter deeply, and they will serve you
well as you shape your path and make your contribution to the world around you.

I hope you move forward with confidence in your own voice and a continued openness
to learning. Stay curious. Stay engaged. The work you do has the potential to connect

people and to make a meaningful impact.

To your families and supporters, thank you for the encouragement and care that have
sustained our graduates along the way. This moment belongs to you as well.

My thanks also to our faculty and staff for their dedication to teaching and mentorship,
and to Qatar Foundation for its longstanding support.

Class of 2026, we are proud of you. You remain part of this community, and | look
forward to seeing what you go on to do next.

With warm congratulations,

Amir Berbié¢
Dean, VCUarts Qatar
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Commencement Speaker

Sheikha Reem Al-Thani
Deputy CEO, AL RIWAQ, Public Art, and Rubaiya Qatar
- Qatar Museums

Sheikha Reem Al-Thani holds a pivotal position in the advancement of museums

and the cultivation of cultural experiences across the region, with a particular emphasis
on exhibitions, public art, and contemporary art. In her capacity as Deputy CEO of

AL RIWAQ, Public Art, and Rubaiya Qatar at Qatar Museums (QM), she is responsible for
overseeing AL RIWAQ—Qatar's leading venue for arts and architecture exhibitions—
as well as the Rubaiya Qatar quadrennial, which fosters contemporary art initiatives.
Through her leadership, collaborative engagement among museums and galleries

has been strengthened, extending their impact both regionally and internationally. Her
innovative work in public art and contemporary programming has elevated the regional
cultural profile, established creative partnerships, and facilitated the presentation of
major exhibitions and artistic events to diverse audiences.

With over fifteen years of service at QM, Sheikha Reem has made significant
contributions to exhibition design and strategy, enhanced organizational
effectiveness, and expanded public art projects through global collaborations

with artists and institutions. Under her direction, Qatar has hosted and developed
more than one hundred prominent exhibitions, including German Design, Forever
Valentino, Dior Designer of Dreams, Jeff Koons: Lost in America, Kaws: He Eats Alone,
and IM Pei: Life is Architecture.

In addition to her responsibilities at QM, Sheikha Reem is an adjunct professor at
Virginia Commonwealth University in Qatar, where she instructs courses in exhibition
design. Annually, she mentors students through the process of planning and executing
their final exhibitions, bridging academic theory and practical experience.

Her professional influence extends to service on advisory boards and juries such as IE
School of Architecture and Design, Qatar University, The World Around's Young Climate
Prize, and IN-Q Enterprises.

Sheikha Reem is a multidisciplinary designer specialising in human-centred spatial
design. She is the first Qatari to earn a Master's in Adaptive Reuse Interior Architecture
from RISD, after completing dual undergraduate degrees in Interior and Fashion
Design at VCUarts Qatar. Her background informs her inventive work in exhibitions
and public spaces.

Drawing on her extensive background, Sheikha Reem remains dedicated to advancing
inventive practices in the arts, fostering inclusive cultural discourse, and supporting
emerging talent within the creative sector. Her commitment to mentorship and
education bridges classroom instruction with practical application, empowering future
designers and curators. Through strategic leadership and a focus on collaboration,
Sheikha Reem Al-Thani continues to play a key role in positioning Qatar as a vital hub
for contemporary art and international cultural exchange.
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Recipients of Degrees

RECIPIENTS OF MASTER OF FINE ARTS DEGREES

DESIGN
Alice Mohammed Aslem
Fariha Ahmed

Fatima Nazir

Jood Elbeshti
Selma Fejzullaj
Shawky Ahmed Abdalla

RECIPIENTS OF BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS DEGREES

RENEYENTE

dlordl Hod)| prwlo d=yo

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Aldana Abdulla AlSulaiti
Alyaa Nasser Al Shibani
Anoud AbdulAziz Al-Attiya
Asma Ousama Mlisan
Fatima Abdulla Al-Kuwari
Fatima Khalid Al Muhannadi
Ghada Saleh Alhumaidi
Hissa Khalid Al Abduljabbar
Hissa Yousuf Al-Mahmoud
Jana Ahmed Bishr
Julianne Villanueva Pagulayan
Khawla Zaki Al-Essa

Lolwa Abdulaziz AlIMulla
Lubna Saad AlRumaihi
Mariam Ahmad Al Hashemi
Maryam Abdulla Alkubaisi
Maryam Ghanim Al Mannai
Noora Ammar Alsulaiman
Salma Tareq Addaoudi
Sara Hamad Al-Mannai
Sara Khalid Mansour
Shahd Mesfer Al-Shahwani
Shahed Alawad

Shaymaa Naji AlBaker
Sruthi Subash

Tarfa Ali Al Shahwani
Tehreem Fatima

Yasmin Alhaidari

INTERIOR DESIGN

Ayat Mansoor Alhayki

Diya Sarah Koshy

Fatima Abdukareem AlQassabi
Fatima Ibrahim Al-Haddad
Hajer Adel Alsayed

Jameela Abdulaziz Al Humaidi**
Jameela Khaled Mahmoud
Joanna Jaber

Laila Yousif Roberts

Lolwa Khalid Al Sulaiti

Maira Azhar

Maram Nouredinne Charchour
Maryam Hassan Al-Suwaidi
Moza Mohammed Al Marri
Nada Tamer Abdo

Osama Towfik Katbi**

Reem Ghanem Al-Sulaiti
Reema Khamis Almohannadi
Sara Ramzi Mari

Syeda Deeba Fatima

Tala Adel Abusbaitan

Yara Tawfik Alazab

o

* Graduated in December 2025
** Slated to graduate in August/December 2026
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PAINTING + PRINTMAKING
Ayan Rashad Ismayilova

Khadija Ahmad Al-Saegh

Shahad Ali AlAli

Shaymaa Mohammed Al-Khauri
Tarishah Ramanda Fadilah

RECIPIENTS OF BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREES

ART HISTORY

Aisha Jassim Al Hardan
Aldazi Ahmed AlKhulaifi

Dana Salem Al-Kubaisi

Haya Ali AIThani

Maryam Mohammed Alkhater
Noora Hassan Alderham
Noor Mubarak AlNaemi*

Nourhane Tarroun
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* Graduated in December 2025
** Slated to graduate in August/December 2026
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Honors & Recognitions

VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN

The titles of Valedictorian and Salutatorian are bestowed on the students who hold the
highest academic ranking among the graduation class. They have respectively earned

the highest and second highest cumulative grade point average (CGPA) as assessed at
the end of the Fall semester prior to the graduation term.

The Valedictorian is invited to deliver the Student Address during the Commencement
Ceremony.

In the case of two equally qualified students, two Co-Valedictorians are selected.

CO-VALEDICTORIAN CO-VALEDICTORIAN

Khawla Zaki Al-Essa Sruthi Subash
BFA in Graphic Design BFA in Graphic Design
LATIN HONORS

Latin Honors, designated at summa, magna and cum laude, date back to the 19" century,
and are commonly used in American universities to recognize students of the highest
academic distinction. Latin Honors are conferred on students based on their academic
performance over the entirety of their undergraduate studies. Upon graduating, students
on whom Latin Honors are conferred, have such a distinction noted on their Diploma.

Students with preliminary Latin Honors designations wear Latin Honors cords as part of
their regalia at Commencement.

summa cum laude (“with the greatest honor”) 3.90-4.00 (gold and silver cords)
magna cum laude ("with great honor") 3.60-3.89 (gold cord)
cum laude ("with honor") 3.30-3.59 (silver cord)

Summa Cum Laude

BFA IN GRAPHIC DESIGN BFA IN INTERIOR DESIGN
Asma Ousama Mlisan Joanna Jaber

Jana Ahmed Bishr

Khawla Zaki Al-Essa

Salma Tareq Addaoudi

Sruthi Subash

Yasmin Alhaidari

! Various conditions apply
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Honors & Recognitions

Magna Cum Laude

BFA IN GRAPHIC DESIGN
Fatima Khalid Al Muhannadi
Julianne Villanueva Pagulayan
Lolwa Abdulaziz AlMulla
Noora Ammar Alsulaiman
Shaymaa Naji AlBaker

BFA IN INTERIOR DESIGN
Moza Mohammed Al Marri
Nada Tamer Abdo

BFA IN PAINTING + PRINTMAKING
Tarishah Ramanda Fadilah

BA IN ART HISTORY
Dana Salem Al-Kubaisi

il il e

Cum Laude

BFA IN GRAPHIC DESIGN
Alyaa Nasser Al Shibani
Fatima Abdulla Al-Kuwari
Hissa Khalid Al Abduljabbar
Hissa Yousuf Al-Mahmoud
Mariam Ahmad Al Hashemi
Sara Khalid Mansour
Tehreem Fatima

BFA IN INTERIOR DESIGN

Diya Sarah Koshy

Hajer Adel Alsayed

Maira Azhar

Maram Nouredinne Charchour
Syeda Deeba Fatima

BFA IN PAINTING + PRINTMAKING
Shaymaa Mohammed Al-Khauri

BA IN ART HISTORY
Nourhane Tarroun
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Honors & Recognitions

UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM

The VCUarts Qatar Honors Program, which operates under the auspices of the VCU
Honors College, is an academic enrichment program that provides high-achieving students
with more advanced and rigorous levels of study. Graduating with University Honors
represents the highest academic distinction bestowed upon undergraduate students by
Virginia Commonwealth University. Admission to the program is selective and competitive,
and Honors students must maintain a 3.5 cumulative grade point average throughout their
education, complete a total of twenty-four honors course credits in a variety of academic
and creative fields including a three-credit Honors Experiential Learning Project.

Students who graduate with University Honors wear the Honors College medallion as a
part of their regalia.

Joanna Jaber, BFA in Interior Design
Khawla Zaki Al-Essa, BFA in Graphic Design
Nada Tamer Abdo, BFA in Interior Design
Sara Khalid Mansour, BFA in Graphic Design
Sruthi Subash, BFA in Graphic Design
Syeda Deeba Fatima, BFA in Interior Design

CLASS CHAMPION

The Class Champion is competitively selected by the senior academic leadership from the
graduating class of undergraduate students who earned a cumulative grade point average
of 3.60 or higher at the end of the term prior to graduation. The Dean and the Class
Champion lead the graduating class into the Qatar Foundation Convocation Ceremony.

Syeda Deeba Fatima, BFA in Interior Design

CLASS MARSHALS

The Class Marshals are appointed by the Academic Program Department Chairs/
Directors in recognition of service to the academic department. Class Marshals lead their
classmates in the commencement procession and are distinguished by a special sash
as part of their regalia.

Alice Mohammed Aslem, MFA in Design

Yasmin Alhaidari, BFA in Graphic Design

Moza Mohammed Al Marri, BFA in Interior Design
Shaymaa Mohammed Al-Khauri, Painting + Printmaking
Nourhane Tarroun, BA in Art History
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Academic Regalia

The dress worn by faculty and graduates during commencement ceremonies is based
upon traditions practiced in fourteenth and fifteenth century universities, particularly
Oxford and Cambridge in England. This style of academic dress and accoutrements
has been used in the United States from colonial times.

For almost a thousand years the square cap, the flowing black gown, and the elaborate
ceremonial hood have been the distinctive style of academic dress. Over the centuries
the academic gown evolved with different design details to indicate the Baccalaureate,
Master and Doctoral degree holders. Most of the differences appeared in the hood,
originally a practical element of dress, but now a separate and purely ornamental article.

The satin colors inside the hood represent the colors of the university that awarded the
degree. The velvet edge of the hood is colored to designate the discipline in which the
degree was earned.

Architecture — Blue Violet Music — Pink

Arts, Letters and Humanities — White Nursing — Apricot

Business — Drab Pharmacy — Olive Green

Dentistry — Lilac Philosophy — Dark Blue

Economics — Copper Physical Education — Sage Green
Education — Light Blue Public Administration — Peacock Blue
Engineering — Orange Public Health — Salmon

Fine Arts — Brown Science - Golden Yellow

Law —Purple Social Services - Citron

Medicine — Green Theology — Scarlet
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Qatar Foundation

UNLOCKING HUMAN POTENTIAL

Qatar Foundation for Education, Science and Community Development (QF) is a non-
profit organization focused on education, research and innovation, and community
development that supports Qatar on its journey to becoming a diversified and
sustainable economy. Across its ecosystem comprising more than 50 entities, QF
strives to serve the people of Qatar and beyond through its work across progressive

education, sustainability, artificial intelligence, precision healthcare, and social progress.

QF was founded in 1995 by His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, the
Father Amir, and Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, who shared the vision to
provide Qatar with quality education. This vision has evolved into a globally unique,
multidisciplinary ecosystem of knowledge offering opportunities for lifelong learning,
fostering innovation, and empowering people to be socially engaged citizens and
drivers of positive change.

This diverse and interconnected ecosystem comprises a world-class education
landscape spanning the full spectrum of learning from pre-school to post-doctoral
level; research, innovation, and policy centers addressing global challenges; alongside

community facilities for people of all ages to seek knowledge, embrace active lifestyles,

and expand their horizons within QF's Education City, spanning 12 square kilometers
in Doha, Qatar. Through a unique approach to multidisciplinary, global education,
Education City represents Qatar Foundation's large-scale legacy investment focused
on building human capacity for the future of Qatar, the region, and the world.

For a complete list of QF's initiatives and projects, please visit: www.gf.org.qa

For any media inquiries, please contact: pressoffice@af.org.qa
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Virginia Commonwealth University
School of the Arts in Qatar

VCUarts Qatar is the international branch campus of Virginia Commonwealth
University's School of the Arts, a top-ranked art and design school in the United States.
VCUarts Qatar has enjoyed almost thirty years of fruitful partnership between VCU and
Qatar Foundation. It is a partnership that underscores both institutions' commitment to
excellence, inquiry, discovery and innovation in a global setting.

Established in 1998 through a partnership with Qatar Foundation, VCUarts Qatar offers
students the opportunity to earn a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Graphic Design,
Kinetic Imaging, Interior Design and Painting + Printmaking, a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Art History and a Master of Fine Arts degree in design.

A vibrant community with global reach, VCUarts Qatar promises students a lifelong
passion for and conversation about the arts. As the foremost example of its
commitment to global outreach and education, VCUarts Qatar presents valuable
opportunities for cross-cultural exchange and connects VCUarts to the influential art
and design world of the Middle East. The campus attracts renowned contributors to
contemporary visual culture for speaking and teaching engagements, and hosts two
major international events —the Tasmeem Doha art and design conference and the
Hamad bin Khalifa Symposium on Islamic Art. The campus has substantial involvement
with the emerging design industries in Qatar and is a significant catalyst for that growth.
It has established itself as a center of excellence for education and research in art

and design.
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