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What are transitions? 

Transitions establish connections within your paper and tell readers what to do with the 
information you present to them.  

Transitions can serve 2 Functions 

1. Directly summarize the content of the preceding section, paragraph, or sentence. 
2. Help the reader anticipate or comprehend what is to come.  

Transitions can be a single word, phrase, sentence, or an entire paragraph.  

 

Signs you need to work on transitions 

Teacher Comments: 

• Choppy 
• Jumpy 
• Abrupt 
• Flow  
• How is this related? 

Readers have problems following your train of thought.  

 

Types of Transitions 

Between Sections 

Particularly in longer works, you may need to include a paragraph that summarizes the 
information covered and specify relevance to the information in the next section. 

Between Paragraphs 

Highlight a relationship that already exists by summarizing the previous paragraph and suggests 
something about the next.  They can be a word, phrase, or sentence and can appear at the end of 
one paragraph or the beginning of the next.  

Within Paragraphs  

Act as cues by helping readers anticipate what is coming before they read it - usually single 
words. 

 



 
 

Paragraph Transitions 

Topic Sentences 

The beginning of each paragraph should start with a topic sentence that introduces the ideas you 
are going to discuss. These sentences should include transitional words or phrases to help the 
reader identify if you are switching to a new idea or continuing from the preceding paragraph. 

Organization 

Proper organization helps create organic transitions. Before writing, organize your ideas in a way 
that allows your paragraphs to build off eachother naturally. Is there a logical order for your 
thoughts? 

Discuss Relationships 

Discuss the relationships between your ideas and paragraphs to help your readers understand 
why you ordered your ideas the way you did. Stating your views and connections lets your 
readers see the relationship rather than making them guess, which helps facilitate a smooth 
transition of thought.  

Get Out of Your Own Head 

Try to read the paper as if you were not the author. Are your connections clear? Does it flow 
well, or is it choppy? It is a good idea to leave at least a day between the writing and reading of 
your paper, so your mind is free from the work.  

  



 
 

Common Transition Words 

 

Addition: To specify or reinforce an idea Additionally, again, also, as well, equally 
important, further, furthermore, in addition, 
indeed, in fact, in the same way, likewise, 
moreover, similarly 

Cause or Consequence: To draw a causal 
relationship between two elements. 

Accordingly, as a result, because, before, 
consequently, for this reason, hence, next, 
since, subsequently, then, therefore, thus. 

Conclusion: To show that the discussion is 
complete. 

Finally, in any case, in conclusion, in 
summary, in the end, regardless, therefore, 
thus, to conclude, to sum up, ultimately, 
without a doubt 

Condition: To establish a condition, set 
limits, or consider a possible opposition. 

Admittedly, considering, for the most part, 
fortunately, generally, granted, occasionally, 
of course, often, ordinarily, rarely, sometimes, 
unfortunately.  

Contrast: To oppose two or more ideas Although, conversely, despite, however, 
instead, nevertheless, on the contrary, on the 
one hand/on the other hand, rather, regardless, 
still, though, whereas, yet 

Emphasis: To place more importance on an 
idea to get the reader's attention. 

Above all, certainly, essentially, in fact, in 
particular, most importantly, most of all, most 
significantly, notably, particularly, primarily, 
specifically 

Example: To introduce an example. For example, for instance, in one such case, in 
this case, take a look at, to demonstrate this, 
to illustrate this, such as 

Introduction: To present a new idea As for, concerning, firstly, initially, in the 
case of, in the first place, primarily, regarding, 
similarly, to begin, when it comes to, with 
regard(s) to 

Sequence or Progression: To establish the 
order in which ideas follow one another. 

According to this, as it was previously stated, 
because of this, first/second/third, for this 
reason, not only/but also  

 


