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| Aghrab Idr k: Thresholds of Perception a Collateral
Event presented by Virginia Commonwealth University School of
the Arts In Qatar (VCUarts Qatar) at the 61st International Art
Exhibition — La Biennale di Venezia, explores perception as a
relational and situated way of knowing. Structured as a sequence
of spatial thresholds, the exhibition invites visitors to move
through environments shaped by light, shadow, sound, movement,
and material presence. Rather than centering spectacle, the
works foreground subtle forms of experience — where meaning
emerges through proximity, ambiguity, and sustained
sensory attention.

The exhibition brings together projects from ten research
labs within the Institute for Creative Research at VCUarts
Qatar. Each lab contributes a distinct line of 1nquiry, forming
a landscape of intersecting approaches rather than a single
narrative. Together, the works reflect the Gulf region’s long
histories of exchange and circulation across space and time,
emphasizing plurality, mobility, and layered cultural memory.

Across the exhibition, material systems function as
modes of sensing and Inquiry. Light, sound, and movement are
not 1llustrative elements but active agents i1n the production
of knowledge. Visitors encounter research not as fixed
conclusions, but as evolving propositions — experiential,
negotiated, and emergent.

Lab-based research at VCUarts Qatar operates as a
collective and situated practice. Projects develop through
experimentation, dialogue, and shared authorship, remaining
attentive to material, cultural, and social conditions. In this
context, place 1s not a backdrop but an active condition shaping
how understanding takes form.

Extending these concerns, the accompanying symposium,
Relational Ecologies: Perception, Mobility, and Collective Form,
provides a discursive platform that deepens the exhibition’s
themes. Through conversations on perceptual, translocal, and
collaborative ecologies, the symposium examines how creative
research generates knowledge through connection — between
bodies, histories, Infrastructures, and environments.

sl | AGHRAB I1DRAK:

THRESHOLDS OF PERCEPTION



MAPPING MIGRATION
MEMORIES

journeys between desert and sea through sound, light,
and oral histories, preserving intangible cultural
practices and generational knowledge.
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BANDHANI
ARABI :

FROM THREAD
TO WORD

A blend of South Asian textile traditions and Arabic
calligraphy, that celebrates craft, language, and
intercultural exchange across the Indian Ocean.
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~ OCEANS & LANDS:
“ DRIFTING SENSES
AND KNOWLEDGES
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An 1mmersive sound environment that reimagines
histories of movement, culture, and connection between
Asia and Africa.
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AND 1 WAS
LEFT BEHIND

An Intimate, large-scale film installation that
reanimates personal memories of home, loss, and
generational bonds between women.
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PRECED ING
EMPTINESS

A kinetic light installation that explores the Arabic
language as a living, evolving form that carries
heritage into the future.
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THE GULF
BETWEEN US

A photography zine and sculptural installation

capturing everyday life and unheard stories from
across the Arab Gulf.
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SONIC FIELDS

A sound Installation that transforms the traditional
majlis Into a sonic lounge, Inviting visitors into an
ever-changing soundscape shaped by field recordings
and generative audio.
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